
Thomas Michael Yergalonis
December 29, 1934 - November 28, 2019

Thomas was born in Pittston, Pennsylvania on December 29th to Michael and
Anna Yergalonis and was the third of four boys. Thomas attended Pittston
High School where he played varsity football and graduated in 1952. Thomas
joined the Navy right out of high school and performed basic training in
Bainbridge MD. Out of basic training he was stationed to Treasure Island as
yeoman third class. He would meet his one true love, Verna, on a blind date in
Berkeley California. In 1955 he was deployed on the USS Eldorado, where
they continued their long distance courtship while he sailed to the Far East.
After his discharge from the Navy in 1955 Tom and Verna were married in
1956 amongst family and friends in Berkeley California. 
Tom and Verna lived in San Jose for a short period of time, while Tom
attended and graduated from San Jose State University. Tom and Verna then
relocated to Napa in 1963 where Tom began his 34 year teaching career with
the Napa Valley Unified School District. In 1965 he helped open Harry
McPherson Elementary school where he taught the 5th grade. In the 1970's
Tom and Verna owned and operated the restaurant, Dari-Delite, with their
good friends Roy and Carol Stein. They also owned a sandwich shop, Yergi's
Yummys, in the 1980's. 
Tom enjoyed dancing, bowling, golfing, camping, cruising, and long trips with
his family to all parts of the United States. He also ran an annual golf
tournament named the JAROTO Classic which ran for 48 consecutive years,
the last one in 2016. He always wished he could have made it to 50. He was



an avid member of the Son's in Retirement (SIRS) branch 65 and was also an
honorary member of the Napa faculty wives. 
Tom and Verna were married for close to 62 years and loved each other
deeply until her passing in 2018. Tom passed away suddenly on Thanksgiving
leaving behind his children Linda, Ken and so many other lives he touched in
his 84 plus years on this earth. Tom will be terribly missed by his family and
friends. 
Please join us while we celebrate his life at the Napa Valley Lutheran Church,
1796 Elm Street, Napa on Wednesday December 11, 2019 at 11:00 A.M.. In
lieu of flowers please make a donation to the Napa Valley Lutheran Church or
the charity of your choice.
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Norman Lim - May 24, 2025 at 06:32 PM

"Mr Yergalonis" was my fifth grade teacher at McPherson
Elementary in 1969. 56 years later I still remember him as he was
my first male teacher. I have great memories from attending that
school and having him as my teacher back in the 1960's.

December 20, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Tom and Verna were two of my very favorite clients. I was there
State Farm Insurance Agent for 25 years before I retired 12 years
ago. Prior to that, my father was their agent for many years. I look
back on my many visits with them and remember how joyful and
positive their personalities were. Although he was never my teacher,
while I grew up in Napa, many of my friends reflected on what a
nice man he was when they had him as a teacher. I'm blessed to
have known him for so many years. Your family are in my prayers
as you cope with the loss of your dear loved ones. Sincerely, Lynn
Pritchett


